ROLE OF THE FORMATION THINK TANK
The Conference of Religious in England and Wales represents 370 Religious women and men who in turn represent their 7,800 members. The process of formation of new members is the responsibility of each Religious Congregation. They usually appoint an experienced religious to guide the new member through the various stages of initial formation.

The Conference of Religious has formed a group to advise the Executive and to guide and oversee collaborative Formation events in order to provide new members with good quality formation courses and valuable ‘peer’ support.

The Formation Think Tank (FTT) is mandated by CoR to organise provision for many of those in Initial Formation – candidacy to final profession – by people who have the expertise and experience in the field.

The members of the Formation Think Tank are:-

Br Michael Newman OH 

Sr Rita McLoughlin  FCJ
Sr Gemma Simmonds CJ 

Fr Chris Newman 
Sr Maria Robb  DC

Sr Margaret O’Shea PSMG
Sr Catherine Skelton FMP (CoR Representative)

Member of the Executive (TBA)
Candidates

The Claret Centre, Buckden Towers usually offers two three  day courses for candidates accompanied by their congregational support person

The course is intended to meet the specific needs of men and women who have not entered the Novitiate but who are at the stage of candidacy.

The overall theme of the course is –“Call and Response”  It aims:-

· to support congregational candidate programmes

· to support each individual’s progress of vocational discernment.

· to provide a space to explore themes related to consecrated religious life.

· to offer the opportunity for peer support for newer members and for the congregational personnel accompanying them.

For information about the course and dates contact:

Fr Chris Newman  or Sr Emma Nolan at:-

Claret Centre

The Towers

Buckden. Cambs PE19 5TA

Tel: 01480 810344

Email: claret_centre@claret.org.uk
Website….www.buckden-towers.org.uk

Novices

The Claret Centre at Buckden Towers offer six 5 day courses for Novices in their first year in Religious Life.  The Novice Director is expected to accompany the Novice.(s)

The course is intended to meet the specific needs of women and men, who have entered the Novitiate or who are in the later stages of candidacy and have been accepted for the Novitiate.

The overall aim of the course is to:

· to support and supplement congregational  novitiate programmes.

· To support each individual’s process of vocational  discernment by exploring themes related to human development.

· to provide a space to explore themes related to consecrated religious life.

· to offer the opportunity for peer support for newer members and for those congregational personnel accompanying them.

Experienced Religious and Lay people offer first class formation and help the novices who are usually in their first year of novitiate.

For an outline of the course and the dates please contact

Fr Chris Newman or  Sr Emma Nolan at :-

Claret Centre

The Towers

Buckden. Cambs PE19 5TA

Tel: 01480 810344

Email: claret_centre@claret.org.uk
Website….www.buckden-towers.org.uk

Second Year Novices

Following requests from previous novices and those personnel accompanying them, the Claret Centre at Buckden Towers is now offering three weekends aimed at second year novices.

The weekends are intended to meet the needs of men and women who are in the second  year of their novitiate.

The overall aims of the weekends are :

· to support and supplement congregational novitiate programmes.

· to support each individual’s process of vocational discernment

· to provide a space to explore themes related to  consecrated religious life and community living
· to offer the opportunity for peer support for newer members of religious  congregations

For an outline of the course and dates please contact:-

Fr Chris Newman or  Sr Emma Nolan at :-

Claret Centre

The Towers

Buckden. Cambs PE19 5TA

Tel: 01480 810344

Email: claret_centre@claret.org.uk
Temporary Professed

The Formation Think Tank offers 4 weekends a year for those in the period between first and final profession.. Courses are arranged in different venues around the country. They include in-put from good speakers, on topics relevant to the needs of the temporary professed, and on current issues, and provide much-needed peer support. The 2010 programme includes:-

· Creation Theology and Poverty

· Human Development issues

· Understanding Charisms

· Relevant contributions from the Institute of Religious Life

· Reflective living and quiet retreat days.

Currently this section of the FTT work is being coordinated and facilitated by 

Br Michael Newman OH

Further details can be had from the CoR office :-

Connie Burke : Tel: 0208 566 7009

Email:  gensec@corew.org
Or from Br Michael at: michaelnewman@sjog.org.uk

Religious Life Institute

The Religious Life Institute, launched at Heythrop College, University of London in 2008, is the fruit of a number of convergent initiatives among British religious. Supported financially by the Conference of Religious (CoR) and other charitable bodies. It provides study days and courses nationally offering a theological exploration of religious life for those beyond the novitiate.
The mission of the Religious Life Institute is to foster a theological vision of Christian Religious Life through study and research, offering accredited courses of study about religious life in English to British and overseas students and undertaking in-depth research about religious life. It supports religious life by:-

· Fostering a new generation of writers and experts to help religious look beyond the post-conciliar agenda.

· Developing a renewed appreciation of the place of consecrated life 
    within the Church.
· Generating good materials that reflect this understanding and making them widely available through a variety of media.
For further information contact the Director of the Religious Life Institute at Heythrop College – University of London.

Kensington Square.

London W8 5HN   Sr Gemma Simmonds CJ at  g.simmonds@heythrop.ac.uk
Formators

The Claret Centre at Buckden Towers is offering a meeting space for those men and women who have been given the responsibility for specific stages of formation in their own congregation. Initially there will be three meetings over the course of a six month period, with a structured programme for a day and a chance to meet informally over a weekend. The meeting/weekend would be suited to both new and experienced formators.

 The overall aims of the meetings are:

· to provide a forum for input on themes related to contemporary consecrated religious life in post-modern context and their implications for formation.

· to provide an opportunity to explore the theory and practice of formation ministry

      so as to enable participants to implement it in their own congregations.

· to create opportunities to practice and develop skills and tools which can be used in formation ministry.

· to create an experiential learning community where participants can reflect upon their own learning.

For more information please contact :-

Fr Chris Newman or Sr Emma Nolan

Claret Centre

The Towers

Buckden. Cambs PE19 5TA

Tel: 01480 810344

Email: claret_centre@claret.org.uk
Website….www.buckden-towers.org.uk

