EMERGENCY APPEAL, PHILIPPINES – The Sons of Divine Providence

Dear All,
 

If any parishioners can help, we are setting up an emergency fund. I have lived 4 years in Payatas and Rizal. Where Cottolengo is, we house 30 orphan children. Behind is a mountain and the natural defences are destroyed because of gold mining. I tried to stop it when I was there and nearly died for it but I knew that one day a disaster like this could occur and the water gushes through our property and could wipe out the people beyond because a wall is no deterrent for the power of water.
 

Fr. Facundo Mela is an SDP Argentinian priest who works in Philippines. This is a hot off the press report:
 

I'm writing to you to inform that the situation in the Philippines is serious now.
A state of emergency was declared in the Luzon Area, Manila, Montalban and Quezon City are 
The three religious communities are ok, supporting and helping the people who have lost all their things.
Payatas. The community open Lourdes' Chapel to receive the people whose houses were covered by the floods.  We are providing them food, clothes, medicines and all our support.
The people asked help to the religious community, because there is no answer either for the city hall or the government. 
Near Lourdes chapel, there is a creek which flooded covering a large area.
Montalban. The floods were worse there, because of the mountain area. There are more than 20 families taken in the Cottolengo and the seminary. The community is providing them food and a place to sleep.
Yesterday, some members of the community, together with some seminarians, visited some of their neigbhours to bring them some food and clothes.
Now, the area of Montalban has neither electricity (for a safety reason), nor telephone lines nor internet.
Fairview (LSMC), the Don Orione sisters received some families in their Feeding Program. They are providing food, refuge and clothes for the people.
We would like to ask your prayers and your fraternal support in the catastrophic moment for our people.
God bless you
Fr. Facundo Mela fdp
Any financial help may be sent through The Sons of Divine Providence, Hampton Wick. We will ensure a bank to bank transaction to avoid lost funds through the corruption that occurs in the Philippines.
 

Thanks
 

Fr. Stephen Beale fdp
Superior/Coordinator
sbeale@orionecare.org    
