ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
CONFERENCE OF RELIGIOUS |IN ENGLAND AND
WALES 2008

WELCOME AND OPENING MEETING
Monday 28 January 2008

Abbot Martin Shipperlee, OSB, as Vice President of CoR, welcomed delegates to the
AGM and invited all present to begin the 3-day meeting in prayer and praise.

He explained that the President Sr. Kathleen McGhee was unable to attend this
meeting as she was awaiting a hip operation and asked for prayers for her to keep
fit and well.

Sr. Pauline Darby directed the liturgy throughout the conference and asked all
present to join in the responses:

Blessed be God
Enter in peace you servants of the Lord.
Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving
This is the House of God and the gates of Heaven,
Your place where your glory dwells

Delegates were invited to pause for a moment of silence, appreciating that we are
residing in the presence of God.

Water was blessed and two members of the liturgy group stood at the back of the
Conference Hall, inviting all present to bless the person in line behind them. The
sung response during this time was: How lovely is your dwelling place, O God of
Hosts.

In the 17 th Century Jeremy Taylor wrote:

There should be in the soul
Halls of space, avenues of leisure
And high porticos of silence where god walks

Abbot Martin Shipperlee OSB, Vice President.

1. In Sr. KathleenOs absence Fr. Martin welcomed and thanked everyone for
attending Conference, and especially those newly-elected Provincials who
were present for the first time. He suggested that those who had been
attending previous AGMs might be able to help those who were new this
year.

2. Instead of going into details of the General Meeting held in September in
London, he asked that members refer to the Minutes which could be found in
the folders given to each delegate.

3. Some important things had happened during the past year.

a) The move of the Secretariat to Ealing had been successfully made. He
congratulated Connie Burke, General Secretary who had organised the
move so well and manages her team so smoothly. Delegates and CoR
members are cordially invited to visit the office to meet staff and see the
offices at any time if they wish.

b) He introduced Trisha Geraerts as the new Office Administrator for CoR.

c) Ray Wilson and Caroline Powers run the Counter Signatory Office.
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d) Eileen Campling isthe Safeguarding Officer who isnow employed full time
by CoR. It isimportant that care and help is given to those who need it
and the vulnerable need to be at the centre of what CoR does.

Over the past year it has been so heartening to see how the Conference
of Religious can be and isinvolved in so many different areas. In a recent
meeting, it was decided to take issue with the Trafficking of humans
through the collaborative project of the Medaille Trust®.Members of CoR
have been seen to be able to engage time, personnel and resources in
support of these issues.

The media response to religious life reflects an image of diminished
freedoms. Thisfalse idea needs to be challenged and the opposite needs
to be stated loudly and clearly. Religious Life allows its members untold
freedoms when lived to the full. It is however, also true that Religious Life
has changed over the years and the new understanding of the life and
work of religious, as well as what the vows of religious mean, needs to be
explained and stated loudly and clearly to the wider social network.

The Forum for Tuesday will focus on the role of CoR in enabling Qeadership
to rediscover and articulate the essence of religious life and its prophetic
role in contemporary societyO, what religious life isabout, what it does and
what it achieves.

Discussion at WednesdayOs Businessmeeting will include comment about
where the AGM isto be held. There will be a proposal put to the floor
about moving the meeting to LiverpoolOsHope University which can offer
newly refurbished en suite facilities in June 2009 at a comparable cost.

Members were invited to think and talk about the suggestion and a
decision will be made on Wednesday which will also include the elections
to the Executive to replace FrJohn Trenchard CSSRand SrTeresa Lenahan
CRSS who will be standing down from the Executive. Also Sr. Jane
Bertelsen has come to the end of her term of office.

One man and two women will have to be elected. Nominations will close
at the beginning of the meeting on Tuesday. In addition, the President
and Vice President of the Executive need to be voted for.

TuesdayOs discussions will be centred around the following:

1. Our story so far, enabling leadership to rediscover and articulate what
religious life is about and what it is for.

2. The need to support each other and this can only be done by knowing
each other better.

3. The knowledge that the Holy Spirit is with us.

Keynote speaker Fr Sean McDonagh SSC
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Fr Paul Smith CMF introduced Fr Sean McDonagh SSCto Conference. Fr Sean, a
Columban missionary, has worked in the Philippines for 22 years in parish ministry and
in anthropology.  For the past 25 years, it has been his interest and involvement in
ecology that has led him to writing books about the Church and Ecology. Hislatest
book, isentitted OClimate Change D The Challenge to all of usO.FrSean introduced
his illlustrated talk with The DeerOsCry, an audiovisual which put the Creation
Theology of St PatrickOsBreastplate into a cosmological perspective. He identified
himself foremost as a missionary, but concerned about the environment through a
degree in Ecology.

Fr Sean continued his illustrated talk with slides, facts and information which was
recorded.

Some of the key points of the presentation:
¥ Ice melting glaciers are leading to rising sea levels
¥ Climate Change in Britain - Britain has one of the best data records going
back 350 years.
¥ Climate Change isinduced by both natural and human means. Life flourishes
because of the elements present in greenhouse gases.

¥ Influential Greenhouse gases also include Nitrogen Dioxide and CSCs

¥ Therise in temperatures, especially in the last century. Globally, the 10 hottest
summers have been experienced during the last 10 years, leading to an
increase in the mean global temp of 0.07 degrees.

¥ Higher temperatures have brought about more hurricanes and typhoons,
causing horrendous damage. These are set to increase over the following
years.

¥ The West coast of England and the East coast of Ireland will get much drier

¥ The melting permafrost, very often peat, will give rise to more methane being
given off from rotting peat, and will mean that foundations will collapse,
leading to pipelines being broken.

¥ Judith Marquand, at Oxford University and Sergie Kirpokin from Siberia
recorded that two thirds of the earth iscovered by oceans. Life remained in
the oceans 3.8 billion yrs ago.

¥ When sea levels rise the warmed water expands. If the Greenland ice-cap
melts, there will be a 6-metre rise in water worldwide. People in Manila, are
living at one metre above sea level. However, Stephen Rahmastorf, German
Potsdam Institute, believes that sea levels are rising much faster than
predictions.

¥ Tim Flannery records that fish life isbeing destroyed in the Great Stumpy Reef.
Coral reef is bleaching with a 1 degree Celsius increase in water temperature.

¥ The Gulf Stream gives Britain and Ireland their present temperatures. If the
Gulf Stream stops, Britain and Ireland will emerge into another ice-age.

¥ Importance of photosynthesis, using Carbon Dioxide was emphasised as an
important aspect of Biodiversity. Half of all photosynthesis is carried out by
phytoplankton in the worldOs oceans. However, if living organisms and
species providing biodiversity are destroyed, that extinction is irreversible.

¥ The Polar Bear ecosystem isbeing destroyed by melting ice. The evidence is
clear that glaciers are diminishing.

¥ The UShas finally concluded that the Obread basketO of the mid-west will be
unable to provide the food it has done, if the temperatures increase.
However, the Bush administration still continues to excuse itself from signing up
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to international agreements on Climate Change. Al GoreOsGnconvenient
Truthhighlights this.

¥ The great Asian rivers (Indus, Ganges, Yangtse, Yellow, Mekong, Bramaputra)

all get water from the Himalayan glaciers, but this water will come in the form

of floods

It is estimated that by 2012, the ice will have vanished from Kilimangaro

Diseases, such as West Nile Virus in North America will be on the increase.

There are important political and moral issues. Those who cause it, suffer

least. Africa has the least carbon emissions (3%) and they suffer the most.

The US and the Carbon Club acted against the Kyoto Protocol.

Rich countries need to cut emissions between 25 and 30 per cent.

IPCCOsReport Good Friday, 6 April 2007 goes beyond the Kyoto Protocol in

agreeing that resources need to be provided for the poor.

¥ MacKinnon Report of 4 April 2007 in The Guardian, Page 23, sought to find
alternative energy sources and to think through the solutions clearly, including
bio fuels (the price of Corn in February, 2007)

¥ Nuclear Fuel. Past mistakes include Chernobyl, Windscale, and Three Mile
Island

¥ Nuclear power means nuclear waste and where to locate it. There are trains
carrying plutonium moving around Britain at present. Nuclear waste is
becoming OToo Hot to Handle®

¥ As the price of Peak Oil begins to fall, there will be less oil next year for the
economy this year. The demand goes up, and the supply decreases.

¥ Dr Colin Campbell - Sunday Tribune 26 Aug 2007. Peak oil will effect
agriculture first, not as is popularly thought, cars and flights.

¥ The ChurchOsresponse to climate change should include the moral issue. The
World Council of Churches has done more than anyone else so far in being in
solidarity with the victims of Climate Change (2002), when they recognised
the sign of peril.

¥ Sr Marjorie Keenan was instrumental for the Catholic Church as author of
OcCare for Creation: Human Activity and the EnvironmentO.

¥ A 1990 document on ecology entitted OPeace with God, the Creator, Peace
with all CreationO.

¥ The BishopsOpublication, The Common Good, highlighted the Climate as a
good that must be protected.

¥ Besides the moral responsibilities, the ethical dimension of climate change
must be accessed by those who need it. There has to be a preferential
option for the poor and solidarity with the victims of Climate Change D both
destinies are entwined. Intergenerational  Justice. Michael NorthcottOs
Summa Theologia.

¥ There needs to be a commitment to bio-responsibility and a bio-centred
universe.

¥ The Covenant Tradition emphasis is essential, preaching the Gospel of LIFE
could be the common cause for all religions

¥ The United Nations has stated that we all have the money, resources and
technology to change things NOW, but we might not be as prosperous as we
once were.

K K K

K K K

QUESTIONS PUT TO FR SEAN REGARDING HIS TALK AND PRESENTATION

1. How do we galvanise people to value and be frugal about the earthOsresources as the
nation was encouraged to save resources during the Second World War.
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Answer: Fr Seanrepliedthatthis is just whatwe needto do, notjustin this countrybut to makea crusadeall
overthe planet. The needto developa decenttheologyis a challengefor religiousandwill be an exampleto
othersaboutwhat we say and what peopleare able to look to us for. The Catholic Church standsfor the
commongood amidstclimate change. Thereis a needto refocusourselveshy putting time, energyand effort
into this common good.

2. How do you suggestwe lobby the Government into putting more emphasisand resourcesinto
providing a decent rail network and co-ordinating the buses.

Answer: Therearevariousgroupsdoing morethanthe Catholic Churchis on this issueandjoining together
with othergroupsandtogetherforming a political lobby. The Churchcantake a moral leadership. Britain is
slightly aheadof othercountriesandgiving answersaboutwhatreligiousordersaredoingin moralwaysmay be
the way the Government can be impressed and moved by the answers.

3. St Francis of Assisiin 12" century had environmental issuesworked out, Sr Catherine as a
Franciscan thanked Fr Sean for his talk.

Answer: As achurchwe tendto be ambivalentaboutthe issues. St Francissaid everythingon the planetis

OneighbourOEverythingwe areandhaveis partof a singlesource. We needto askourselveshow centralthis

aspects to our thoughts,our celebrations. This would capturethe imaginationof youngpeoplewho areeager
to find a newway of looking at creation. Otherpracticalthingswould follow on from this. Thechallengeto us
is to have a more coherent OtakeO on these issues than we have presently.

4. s there a need to redefine our understanding of frugality and poverty?

Answer: We needto be awareof the affluencewe havetoday. The body of the Churchis not uniform even
thoughwe areliving out our @harisms@hich include aspectof carbonfootprint reduction. We needto talk
betweenourselvesaswell aswith politicianssothatwe canlook to a futurein a more creativeandjoyousway.
There is no-one who teaches about Climate Change and Global Warming issues.

5. s all this Otoo little too lateO or do we have the potential to turn the situation around?

Answer: Theuniversestartedat anextraordinaryrate. If it hadbeenanyfasteror any slower,we would not be
here,sowe canconsiderour Obeing@ndthe whole of creationascosmicmomentsof grace. As Catholicswe
arechallengedo do the right thing. Fromanempiricalperspectivewe havethe moneyandthe technologybut
we do not seemto havethe political will. We haveto get the story right first, that we are creaturesof the
universeandthat eachone of us hasa particularrole to play now. The call of vocationis in this yearof 2008
andwe needto managethat hopeinto the future. On the subjectof OHope®r Seanshoweda shortvideo about
NoahO4rk, the wordsof which werewritten by a friend of his. TodayO#érk we haveto find is an ark of the
mind, because we have all become endangered species now.

In thanking FrSean for his presentation, F Paul said that he had set specific challenges for us
to move forward and to encourage others to respond to these challenges. The practical

aspects include reducing our carbon footprint and taking steps to reduce our destructive

impact on creation. We have all been encouraged today to start our own audit and build a
Onew arkO.
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CoR AGM & BUSINESS MEETING.

Wednesday 30 January 2008

The Meeting began with Prayer led by Sr Pauline Darby SHCJ

Sr Pauline mentioned the work of Annie Dillard: Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, regarding
home and light, Q think of this houseEas an anchorhold. It holds me at anchor to the
rock bottom of the creek itself and it keeps me steadied in the current, as the sea
does, facing the stream of light pouring down o)

So we too will become Olight-bearersd from this conference.

Abbot Martin Shipperlee introduced the business part of the meeting, facilitated by
Sr Jane Bertelsen FMDM. He commented on the following:

1. He declared the official part of AGM open.

2. There has been an appreciative response from members in continuing to see
the positive in all that has been achieved and struggled with.

3. Any further nominations for the Executive need to be given to Connie . There
are three places to be filled. SrTeresa Lenahan CRSS,FrJohn Trenchard CSSR
and SrJane Bertelsen FMDM are members stepping down from the Executive
and two women and one man will be needed to replace them. Nominations
from members of the Executive for President and Vice President need also to
given in.

4. The Minutes of last AGM on 24 January 2007 have been circulated to each
member present. SrAnne Thompson DJ proposed that they be adopted,
seconded by Sr Margaret Shepherd RDS

5. The Annual report has been read by SrAnne Thompson and Sr Catherine
McGovern on behalf of all Conference members. Sr.Anne Thompson had
given any typing amendment details to the office. Sr.Catherine noted that
the report was very readable this year.

Asking for a handsO show for acceptance for the report, all showed in favour.

Finance. Gerry Smith, Accountant for CoR

Gerry clarified his role, for the sake of new members, in working for CoR, explaining
that he provides information for the Executive. Although Buzzaccot audits the
accounts, he does not represent Buzzaccot, but advises on the finances for the
Executive and staff. Every member should have received a copy of the accounts.

Total income and total expenditure. Page 3.

The columns represented 2006 actual figures, 2007 actual figures and the Budget.
There is approximately £26,000 in investments and this figure is similar to past years.
Gains made on investment affect CoROsportfolio. There is a £12,000 operating

surplus; however, investments are volatile at the moment. During 2006 and 2007,
fixed assets were up £53,000, and will be allocated to cover expenses involved in the
relocation and refurbishment of headquarters at Ealing.

The Membership year runs from January through to December. One quarter of
membership costs is carried forward to the following year. From the Reserves, the
accommodation fund for the purchase of a property is not needed anymore

because of the move to Ealing. Instead, the capital Reserve, designated Reserve, is
decided by the Executive. The General fund illustrates all funds coming in and going
out.
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In conclusion, there has been a healthy investment for CoR. Net current assets are
importantly £396,000 in CoROs favour.

Budget b Refer to Pages 6 and 7 of the report.
Gerry showed slides illustrating the major part of the expenditure.

There was a happy financial outcome to 2007, but the budget forecast for 2008
shows a small deficit. It must be remembered that CoR is not a big profit maker.
Liabilities: Money is held in the bank for future periods.

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR
1. A guestion arose regarding the Lease for the accommodation at Ealing.

Answer: The lease is for five years. The Accommodation fund has therefore

been reallocated. Designated funds remains at the discretion of the
Executive and could change from year to year. It was £466.000 in Sept and is
now £423,000. Thisisa lossof 10% which isnot to be considered too low, given

the present financial climate. Gerry also reminded the floor that figures
change daily.

2. Gerry was asked who CoROs invests with. Answer: UBS investments.

Gerry indicated that he would be around during Coffee time if anyone wished to
ask any further questions.

Fr Martin wished to ask the floor, by a show of hands, for approval of the following
regarding the accounts:
I.  To accept the financial report - all in favour
IIl.  Tore-appoint Buzzacot as auditors - all in favour
lll.  To accept the fee of the auditors which is set by the Executive - all in favour
IV. To thank Gerry for his presentation of the accounts - all in favour

The distribution of CoROsfunds is decided upon by the Executive Dthese are sensible
projects agreed by membership which can be supported financially.

Some money is made available for Religious Life Review. A proposal by Fr Fred
Scragg SMM, seconded by SrChristine Charlwood RA was put forward to allow the
Executive to mandate what money would be made available for such support.

SrJane Bertelsen asked if there should there be a OcapOon what is allowed to be
spent on projects. Fr Martin Shipperlee asked Conference for trust in Executive
decisions to discern what amount isrequired with the proviso that Executive would
not overspend. Sumsinvolved are not large at this stage. Executive does need to
think out future policy on how much would be allowed to be spent on projects. Sr
Susan Richert warned about Congregations being asked for funding by groups and
the possibility of duplication of funding. With regard to a TrustFund, it was felt that
an Executive Committee should be mandated to decide policy on this issue and
provide a review for membership. Conference gave approval for the Executive to
proceed with this.

Safeguarding B Sr Jane Bertelsen FMDM
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SrJane introduced herself as being popularly known as SrCopca! In matters of
children and vulnerable adults the term Oprotection® has been changed to
Osafeguardingd which she hoped everyone would consider a much more
acceptable word. The Cumberlege Report captures the journey made over the last
12 months. The red book is SafeguardingOs OBible@or the next few years. SrJane
was referring to the Cumberledge Report, OSafeguarding with ConfidenceO,

Osafeguarding® refers more relevantly to the protection of children and vulnerable
adults and captures more effectively the long way we have travelled over the last 6
years, a time which had brought much pain and so many burdens into the lives of
religious. The title OSafeguarding® is becoming a further expression of what our
gospel mission is all about and it will, hopefully, create communities that are safe
and compassionate.

Osafeguarding® provisions exist in order to allow religious congregations to protect
themselves. She mentioned that half of all the congregations are aligned to other
organisations and are not conforming to churches® agreed policies. Ray Wilson and
Caroline Power of the CSO Office and Eileen Campling, the Safeguarding Adviser
are employed by CoR to assistyou in this valuable work and can be contacted at
Ealing for further information. The Religious Commissions were set up for the same
purpose. Members are also welcome to contact Sr.Jane herself if she can be of
assistance. There is a need for more people on the ground to see that things are
working well, even if it is for a short period of time each year.

There is now much more of a reality of working together as Oone church® with a
growing awareness of the need for CoR and the BishopsOConference to work
together for the good of the whole church and the OPeople of GodO.

Funding inevitably remains an important issue and religious who belong to CoR
contribute through the annual safeguarding levy to the national office.Over the next
year the costs of funding the Commissions etc will become clearer.

SrSusan Richert PBVM wished to thank Abbot Richard Yeo OSBand the other CoR
representatives for the work done by the implementation group who met regularly
and which formed the embryo for the National Catholic Commission reporting to the
Cumberlege Committee. This group worked tirelessly on developing
recommendations on structural and allegation issuesand we can move forward
confidently with a sense of having made our communities safer.

Abbot Martin Shipperlee showed the appreciation of all the members towards Sr
Jane for everything that she had contributed personally to this process,

acknowledging all the work that had been accomplished. He also thanked Sr
Teresa, Sr JaneOs Congregational Leader for allowing her to continue this work.

Forum for Religious Life Formation - Fr Paul Smyth CMF
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Fr Paul wished to share information regarding formation work since last year. At the
present time there are 60 people discerning their vocation to the religious life. (Of
the candidates for temporary professed, 25 novices were in menOscongregations.
One third of these are English-born, one third, Anglican or from lIreland, and one third
from other countries) Five years ago, there was an upward trend regarding
vocations in the USand a similar picture is emerging in England now. The OThink
TankO continue to meet.

Abbot Christopher Jamison OSB reported on the Compass project.

COMPASS can be contacted through Google and on the Internet.

£25,000 has been spent per year by the Benedictines resulting in three postulants
and 1 professed this year. People joining are those with a OconventionalO lifestyle.
Young people are attracted to Compass and there have been eight participants
this year, fewer through the internet, more are referred by spiritual directors. The
calibre is very high and is already focused on religious life.

Advertising words are becoming more sophisticated and prices for particular words
are rising, e.g. the word Ocontemplation® is more expensive than it was. So there isa
need to revise the words and create a forum of correspondence between young
people and religious, for which there will be a need for a moderator, perhaps twice
a week. The website has been updated and FrChristopher said that Compass was
an exciting project to be involved in with the added advantage of developing
collaboration with other congregations.

Abbot Martin Shipperlee thanked all those involved in the project.

APPEAL FOR HELP

Sr. Margaret Healy SSLmade an appeal on behalf of the Franciscan Servants of
Mary. The Order was founded in France and they have many community houses in
India. They now wish to open a centre in London to work with migrant workers of all
nationalities. Two Indian Sisterslive in rented accommodation at present, however
the difficulty is that there is not enough space to socialise and to train migrant
workers. The SistersOmmediate need isfor a permanent place to live. SrMargaret
appealed for the help of any Communities who could provide somewhere for the
two Sistersto live so that their immigration papers can be processed and they will
eventually be able to acquire a centre to work from.

The Medaille TrustbSrAnn Teresa Herrity SSJAand Br Des Connolly
SMM

SrTeresa Lenahan CRSSintroduced the work of those involved in the OMedaille Trust®
with those on the margins of society which provide challenges for the future of our
society and for those in Leadership.

She thanked all those responsible for inviting SrAnn and FrDes to give an update on
the work of the Medaille Trust.

Two nights ago there had been a report on the ITVnews highlighting the demand in
Britain for prostitutes from eastern countries. An ITVteam had set up a bogus brothel
site on the internet and had received 400 bookings within a timescale of 2 hours.
The team had travelled to Romania where they met a convicted trafficker who
showed how the victims of those responding to newspaper adverts were broken in
by being Ogang rapedd. Girls were rented out for 1 hour to members of the team,
with an offer of £100 to buy the girls for prostitution. The report indicated that it was
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as easy to buy a girl in Eastern Europe as it was to buy a pet. What the team found
was that girls were being imported from Eastern European countries to become sex
slaves. Hundreds of girls had gone missing and there were numerous brothels. The
report also highlighted the recent arrival of 15 Romanian women, but their cries for
help were muted. It was estimated that 25,000 young women had become

trafficking victims, hidden away in unlikely towns, such as Bagshott, Croydon,

Newbury, and Reading.

A video was shown about some of the work and context of the Medaille Trust.
Stories were told looking through the eyes of one of the women and one of workers
in a Safe House. An account was given of a Zambian girl in her late teens who had
been trafficked to England in 2007. She had escaped in February and had been
subsequently looked after by the Medaille Trustand directed to people equipped to
help. She had lost her sister and mother in Zambia and she explained how she
hated herself, the whole world, and everything in it. With no hope for the future,
wanting to forget all that she had endured, she wanted to die, leading her to
attempt suicide.  With good counselling and good friends, she had learned about
othersOcultures and food, etc, she had learned to speak Thai and Nigerian. With the
confidence she had gained through this support and being wiser from her
experiences, she isnow able to return to school and isstudying travel and tourism at
a local college.

The video also recorded the experiences of a Staff member of the Safe House. The
lady concerned spoke of her surprise that the time had passed so quickly. She felt
the research and training had not prepared her for the girls who come through the
doors. There were language problems, and the threat of suicide amongst some of
the girls had been difficult to face and deal with. Nothing could prepare anyone
for the stories the girls told: they had experienced a lot of pain, sadness and anger
and many of them had been treated as objects. Everyone had learned from each
other and developing knowledge, strength and courage daily to the extent that
many of the girls were able to smile and appreciate their new life which was a true
inspiration to all.

The first meeting in 2005 had borne fruit in being able to agree on financing
personnel and resources. Two safe houses have helped 30 women and their babies.
Everything had been developed and updated. WomenOs housing has had funding
from the National Lottery and Comic relief. Next year there will be 10 houses;
however, the asylum process is lengthy, and funding is not available until permits
have been granted. The 16 B 18 year old age group is most in need with the
problems of OtraffickedOchildren. It is estimated that there are 5,000 child sex slaves
in the United Kingdom. UNICEFUK has reported that there isno model to work from
and there is a need for more and sustained funding to help them.

The major challenge regarding prostituted women and children isthat of demand

and it isimportant that men take more responsibility for society, especially with those
who buy sex. Without the demand from men, there would be no problem so there is
a real need to change the social attitudes of men. In this respect, the late Pope
John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, the Cardinals and other men in the Church are
speaking out on these issues.

SrAnn Teresa said there isa worldwide movement in the church now regarding the
trafficking of women. Women religious are mostly involved with anti-trafficking and
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can build a network of information. 26 countries took part in a seminar, sponsored
by the Vatican and the US (INRATIP),to help victims and there is a growing
awareness of the work being done by small pockets of religious all over the world.
Trustees include men as well as women. USG encourages men to become involved
in counter trafficking and Caritas has declared its intention to be involved in the
work of counter-trafficking women.

SrAnn Teresa continued that although the human species isin the early stages in
development of the Universe story, a paradigm shift in human attitudes needs to be
made. She pointed out that much still needs to be done in this area.

Regarding funds for Safe Houses, they will be working with Jackie Smith MP and the
Home Office for sustainable funding this year. The name will be changed to The
Medaille Trust Vision and Action Group. Packs have been produced to enable
people to be informed and to talk about the Trust. There is also a Schools group
pack.

Sr Teresa thanked everyone for their willingness to continue to work with the Trust.

Br Des illustrated a Statement of Intent for 800 congregations and 1million religious to
eradicate human trafficking. The definition of the eradication of the trafficking in
human beings is defined in the Palermo Protocol which was repeated by all present
at Conference.

Elections

The Election process was explained by SrJane Bertelsen. SrKathleen McGhee and
Abbot Martin Shipperlee were voted as President and Vice President respectively,
last year. Thisyear, only one nomination has been received for President: Sr
Kathleen McGee SND. Therefore, Sr Kathleen was duly elected unanimously as
President of CoR for the coming year. Two nominations had been received for the
position of Vice President: Abbot Martin Shipperlee OSB and Fr Paul Smyth CMF.
Voting papers were distributed and after voting had been completed, papers were
collected and counted by the Anglican Sisterspresent. The majority of votes were
found in favour of Abbot Martin Shipperlee as Vice president for the coming year.
Thanks were extended to Fr Paul Smyth in standing for the position also.

The newly elected Executive members are:
Fr. Mathew Blake OCD

Sr. Ann Cunningham OP

Sr. Margaret Shepherd NDS

AOB

NATIONAL VOCATIONS DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS AT WALSINGHAM

Fr Peter Preston who works with the National Vocations Office, reminded people
about the Day of Prayer for Vocations in Walsingham on 21 June. Thisyear marks
the 31sttime of going to Walsingham. Numbers were small but those attending were
strong in prayer. Work at the National Vocations Office includes vocations to single
and married life and the diaconate.

MIGRANTS IN MINISTRY
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Fr Stephen Beale FDP raised the significant issue about migrants in ministry. He
reported that before Christmas, there had been a difficulty in getting students,
seminarians and priests into the country. He cited a Chilean student who visited
Rome and immigration officials would not allow him back into England. Mgr Andrew
Summersgill at Westminster Cathedral, is liaising with officials and CoR are included
in this debate. New legislation is expected this year. SrJane Bertelsen will talk to
MPOsabout this problem. The Government points based system is similar to Australia
regarding exemption of immigration through church organizations and there is a
danger that legislation will go through without a special line about religious.

CAFOD PROPOSAL

SrTeresa Lenahan reminded Conference of the Regional groupsO proposal, from the
Monday Regional Group meetings, regarding CAFODOs request for CoR to
collaborate with them on Climate Change in the same way as they did with the
OMake Poverty History campaign®. There will be an important meeting on the 23
April, It was mentioned that CoR members do collaborate with CAFOD, and
members now need to stoke up enthusiasm to be part of a parliamentary lobby.

Proposal was put to members to take this forward over next 2 months.
All voted in favour of the proposal

Venue and Timing of next AGM

The General Secretary, Connie Burke, spoke about the debate over the last few
years regarding the venue and timing of the next and possibly subsequent AGMs.
Some people have felt that Swanwick may not be as suitable as other venues
because of its geographical layout. The weather in January is frequently inclement
which adds to the mobility issues for some members.

There had been some unfavourable responses last year to Swanwick on the
evaluation forms; some felt that the long distance between buildings was not
suitable for some attendees. There could be a more suitable timescale than at
present with the possibility of moving the AGM to June and having a 6-month
interval between the AGM and the General Meeting.

There would be investigations about a variety of places before any changes were
formally proposed and the switch of any time and venue could be looked into
during 2009. September and March were also possible dates, still allowing for a six
month interval between meetings.

SrAnne Proudley CSJBwished to inform Conference that Anglicans would not be
able to attend in June.

SrAine Hayde HFBremarked that her memory of Hope University was that there isjust
as much walking to do as at Swanwick. The accommodation was very much in the
student style and may not be suitable for members.

CoR could continue to have the meeting at Swanwick, and perhaps a different time
of year may be more suitable. Out of season rates would be beneficial for CoR.

Fr Pat Ryall urged the re-introduction of inviting a Representative of CoRI to

meetings. He realised that there may be some conflict with those who have to
attend both meetings.
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Sr Barbara Bailey requested that what would be agreed on the venue between
Conference members could be agreed in 3-year blocks.

SrJane Bertelsen asked Conference to write down their preference for venue and
time of meeting and the responses would be collated at the office.

Vote of Thanks

Abbot Martin Shipperlee told Conference about how important it was to thank those
who had served on the Executive and also those who were stepping down this year.
He asked SrJane Bertelsen, SrTeresa Lenahan and FrJohn Trenchard to accept a
gift as a token of thanks from members. He then thanked SrPauline Darby, SrMarian
Connaughty and the liturgy group for their leadership in daily prayer. He offered a
gift to them also as a token of appreciation for the beautifully prepared liturgy.
Connie, TrishaRay and Julia were also thanked for their work behind the scenes in
ensuring the smooth running of the conference. SrJane Bertelsen thanked Abbot
Martin Shipperlee, in SrKathleen McGheeOs absence, for leading us with gentle but
guiding authority at Conference. She presented him with a thank you gift from the
members.

But the chief thanks were extended to all members of Conference for their
attendance at the AGM.

Closing the Conference in Prayer

SrPauline Darby and the OScolaChoirOled Conference in prayer, blessing all present
as the light bearers: One of Bernadette FarrellOs songs OShare the lightO was sung.

And there was a blessing for the new Executive:
OMay they bring to each other the truth and insight they need for this ministry of
service. May they be strengthened to take forward work on behalf of all the

members of the Conference of ReligiousO

The Conference ended at 12.30pm followed by lunch and departure.
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