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“THE TRUTH HOWEVER,  
IS UNDERSTOOD, THAT THE 
REALITY IS FAR GREATER
THAN THOSE FIGURES  
WRITTEN DOWN.”
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7 “It is clear from this particular Mapping 
Exercise that there is a lack of updated data at 
all levels, of the crime of Human Tra�cking 
and thus, law and justice is not able to face 
what is not openly known in terms of analysis, 
facts and �gures.”

“We need to remind ourselves and our wider 
 communities as Religious Congregations committed to the challenges 
of Human Trafficking, of our signed-up standards and European 
Commission stamped duties. 

This public memory together with our baseline of action and response, 
is important in an environment of what many see as diminishing of 
compassion and protection around those in  migration, and the most 
vulnerable of these, minors.”



 

EXAMPLES OF FORMS OF CHILD TRAFFICKING:

• LABOUR TRAFFICKING;

• SEXUAL EXPLOITATION;

• FORCED BEGGING;

• DRUG-RUNNING;

• FORCED INTO CONFLICT AS CHILD SOLDIERS.



CLARITY  TRANSPARENCY  ACCOUNTABILITY

CHILD  TRAFFICKING AND MIGRATION
“It is hoped that this mapping of Child Tra�cking will lead to more 
action on the part of all the specialists in the �eld. RENATE calls on 
them to work more closely together and to heed the advice given in 
the many reports quoted in this document and in the research 
conducted in the �eld over the last year. The aim of RENATE, as with 
the SDGs and Pope Francis in Rome, is to ‘...rid the world of Human 
Tra�cking by 2030.’ Let us unite to achieve this goal.”

“The single point of common reference for all UN Member States is the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Keeping this in mind as you read the data, noting the gaps and 
reviewing the reported activity of the seven countries under examination is vitally important. It is 
not a matter of private opinion or subject- at least presently- to overhaul by the will of plebiscite. 
European law insists on the universal application of the UNCRC as the template of activity. This is 
crucial for keeping a critical dimension in our review. Any failure in this regard is not a matter of 
partisan opinion but a dereliction of EU protocols and requirements.”

“As people seek to access countries further inland from Europe’s southern and eastern borders to 
the vibrant economies of Germany, the Netherlands, France and the UK, evading the control of 
State authorities, with failed passports and costly subterfuge, families can become separated. 
Smugglers colluding with human tra�cking rings are engaged to assist individual family members 
in an attempt to move across Europe and entrapment into long-term debt bondage ensues. The 
human tra�cking element can begin at the very gates of Europe itself and unaccompanied 
children or children left with only one parent to care for them in a situation of massive uncertainty, 
can be part of this ‘game of lives,’ seeking to access best options or family re-assembly.”

“It is highlighted over and over again that today’s reality leaves us in a 
world where massive displacement and internal mobility, cybercrime, 
the increasing gap between the rich and the poor, a pandemic wave of 
corruption in States across the globe, greed and an inability for many to 
face the fast-changing realities around us, has led to a clandestine 
underworld which is challenging those who work for justice. It is 
inviting many who are called to be at the coal face confronting this 
crime, to honestly stand up and work together to rid the world of such a 
scourge on the side of humanity and to cease their work of colluding 
with the criminals themselves.”

“These are the three pillars which assist the appropriate planning for States to ful�l their duties to 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). All depends on the careful and accurate 
recording and assembly of data. Without this approach by all member States, no common EU 
policy which is going to be compliant with numerous conventions that have been rati�ed by the 
Commission or resolution passed through the Brussels parliament, can have the teeth they 
require.”



62

16 YE
AR

S

%
of  orphans in 

the Ukraine, are 
the best informed 

about  Human 
Tra�ckingSO

M
EW

H
A

T 
C

O
U

N
TE

RI
N

TU
IT

IV
EL

Y

HUMAN TRAFFICKERS 

ARE ENTREPRENEURIAL 

AND ON THE    MOVE

“However, no matter how well-informed children are about human trafficking risks, where there is 
the separation of children from protective social networks, the range of abuse which can be realised 
on them through institutional neglect and the unscrupulous exploration by unmonitored and poorly 
selected ‘servants of the state,’ or deviant social ‘entrepreneurs,’ is profound.”

exploiting vulnerabilities wherever it locates them, so the State bodies 
and organisations tasked with protecting a nation’s children, must 
remain vigilant and have research appropriately deployed. In so doing, 
they can look at rising vulnerabilities and vulnerable groups so that 
more protection is in place and rapid detection of tra�cking can be 
executed when tra�cking occurs.

‘’GRETA commended the shelters run by the NGOs Di�erent and Equal, 
Vatra and the National Reception Centre for Victims of Tra�cking, in 
providing accommodation for child victims of tra�cking over the past 16 
years.’’



HOLDING
A  
LIGHT
IN THE
SHADOWS

I N  C O N C L U S I O N

“We need to remind ourselves and our wider 
 communities as Religious Congregations committed to the challenges 
of Human Trafficking, of our signed-up standards and European 
Commission stamped duties. 

This public memory together with our baseline of action and response, 
is important in an environment of what many see as diminishing of 
compassion and protection around those in  migration, and the most 
vulnerable of these, minors.”

“It can be stated that in none of the countries 
studied, were the measures of protection 
comprehensively adequate to the special 
needs of unaccompanied minor migrants.’’

‘’This Mapping Exercise is a part of such civil 
society cooperation. In paying attention to 
how data is recorded 

and how unaccompanied minors- some of the 
most vulnerable members of EU society- are 
being taken care of in six EU member States and 
in one eager future entrant (Albania), RENATE 
has played an important role in holding a light 
into the shadows, to see how we are doing with 
‘the least of these my brethren,’

(Matthew 25:40 KJV).
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